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PROSPECTUS. 


The object contemplated by this Journal, is the 
diffusion of correct principles, which alone form 
the basis of morals and of happiness. 


Notwithstanding the vast number of publica- 
tions that are daily issuing from the press, there 
as still wanting a paper which will fearlessly ad- 
vocate the paramount importance of the laws of 
Nature, and the dignity of Reason. It is by 
departing from these that good sense has been 
nearly banished from the earth; that mankind 
are in darkness as to their true interests ; and 
that alithe miseries which afflict society have 
eriginated. 


The pages of the Correspondent will be de- 
voted chiefly to communications, and to miscella- 
neous articles, calculated to enlarge the mind, and 
bring man back to the path from which he has de- 
viated. Although we recognize nothing to be true 
that is incapable of proof, or demonstration, the 
@rroneous opinions entertained by _ individuals, 
ean form no apology for the neglect or the viola- 
tion of the rules of courtesy. Nov illiberal dis- 
eussions or personalities, will be permitted : it 
shall be our constant aim to establish a charac- 
ter for temperate and sober reasoning, for open in- 
vestigation, and for universal conciliation. 

The Correspondent is published weekly, at 
114 Fulton-street. Terms $3 per annum, payable 
in advance. No departure from this condition 
can be admitted as to Country Subscribers— 
Communications (post paid) to be addressed to 
the Editor. 
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ProressionaL Law. 


Mr. Editor : That the profession 
ofa lawyer, as society is presently 
constituted, is necessary, and in 
many instances highly respectable, 
no one, I am persuaded, will venture 
todispute. But. that it is attended 
with innumerable evils, and followed 
by many unprincipled men, appears 
equally obvious. How to remedy 
this calamity, however, is not so ap- 
parent. So long as mankind are 
disposed to take advantage of each 


other, so long will disputes be engen- 
dered and law-suits become neces- 
sary. As the profession of the law 
cannot, therefore, be dispensed with, 
would it not promote the interests of 
society if lawyers, like the judges, 
were to be appointed by the legisla- 
ture, and to be allowed fixed sala- 
ries? By this arrangement they 
would no longer have an interest in 
the increase of litigation, fewer cau- 
ses would exist, and justice would 
be more speedily and effectually ad- 
ministered. Why are the mazes of 
professional law so perplexed and 
puzzled, that even the lawyers them- 
selves are absolutely at a loss to 
know what is professional law, on 
points where essential justice is plain 
and palpable to the most moderate 
capacity? Why, but because the 
more community is bewildered in its 
labyrinths, the more professional 
lawyers gain by it. 

Essential law is nothing else but 
the lesson or promulgation of essen- 
tial justice ; and essential justice is 
simple, plain, and evident to the com- 
monest understanding. It is profes- 
sional law that encumbers it, that 
confuses it in inextricable intricacy. 
What makes hundreds and thousands 
of dollars and of acres be diverted 
from the just channel, not through 
the ambiguity of meaning, or the un- 
certainty of intention, but through 
the inadvertency of a word, or the 
untechnicality of a phrase? Pro- 
fessional law. What makes the 
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life of man depend, not on his inno- 
cence or guilt, but on the wording of 
a statute, or the form of a warrant? 
Professional law. What makes the 
lawyer exert his abilities promiscu- 
ously, as he is paid for it, for guilt or 
innocence? What makes him as 
readily strain his ingenuity “ to make 
the bad appear the better cause,” as 
to support the good, not according 
to the plain and direct rules of sim- 
ple right, but according to compli- 
cated circumscriptions of .refining 
subtlety? Protessional law, or the 
law’s being a profession. This it is 
that hoodwinks the understanding, 
and perverts the judgment of every 
rank of society, in what are called 
civilized countries, and makes us 
scarcely entertain a thought of en- 
quiring into what essential law con- 
sists. 

Professional law, in fact, leads to 
most of the evils of society. It 
makes bargaining every thing, and 
equality of value nothing; it ex- 
cludes the poor man from recovering 
his right, because he has net money 
to purchase professional justice, and 
makes the rich command. the right 
of others, because he has money for 
which professional justice is sold to 
him; it makes the price of recovery 
of debt often swell to four times the 
amount of the debt itself; it makes 
the lawyers, in spite of themselves, 
prey on the misfortunes and litiga- 
tions of their fellow citizens; it 
makes every mechanic and trades- 
man, ifhe has a son of any smart- 
ness or intellect, anxious to make 
hin an attorney, to give him the 
trade of alawyer. In fine, profes- 
sional law makes every man now 
afraid to put his pen to paper without 
a lawyer at his elbow. 

Although the giving lawyers fixed 
salaries, and letting them receive no 
other fees or emoluments from their 
practice might not remedy all the 


evils consequent on _ professional 
law, it would certainly be a great 
diminution of its pernicious influ- 
ence. It would reduce the number 
of lawyers, and, by investing the 
power of appointing them in the 
executive, a guarantee would be 
given that none but men of talent 
and integrity would be admitted as 
practitioners. Such an alteration 
might not please every one, but it 
does not appear why it should be 
objected to by honorable men, who 
are ambitious of rendering the pro- 
fession respectable. JusTITIA. 





For the Correspondent. 
Tue Jews. 


Mr. Editor: Your correspondent 
Crxsvus having stated only one of the 
reasons that induce the people of my 
nation to reject Christianity, I hope 
you will do us the justice, (which has 
been hitherto denied by most of the 
journals,) of giving publicity to the 
following outline of the principal ob- 
jections, ‘which we have uniformly 
urged, when called on to renounce 
the religion of our fathers and em- 
brace that of Jesus :— 

It was never ordained to the Jews 
by their law to believe in a messiah. 
It is no where to be found, that Israel 
was threatened to be no longer the 
chosen people, if it did not believe in 
the future messiah. Inno places it 


-said, that the Judaical lawis the ad- 


umbration or figure of anether law ; 
on the contrary, it is every where 
said, that the law of Moses is to be 
eternal, Every prophet, even he 
who should work miracles, in order 
to change any thingin the law of Mo- 
ses, was ordered to be punished with 
death. True it is, that so e proph- 
ets fortold to the Jews, in their ca- 
lamities, that they should have one 
day a deliverer; but that this deliver- 
er would be the support of the Mosaic 
law, instead of being the destroyer. 
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The Jews are in constant expecta- 
tion of a messiah, who is to be a pow- 
erful and a just king. One proof of 
the eternal immutability of the Mosa- 
ic religion, is, that the Jews, dispers- 
ed all over the earth, have for all that 
not changed a single title in their 
law, and that the Israelites of Rome, 
of England, of Holland, of Germa- 
ny, of Poland, of Turkey, of Persia, 
&c. have constantly held the same 
doctrine since the taking of Jerusa- 
lem by Titus, without there having 
risen up amongst them any the least 
sect, that has deviated from one sin- 
gle observance, or from one single 
opinion of the Israelite nation. 

On the contrary, the Christians 
have been divided among themselves 
from the very first of their religion’s 
coming into existence. They are, 
at this moment, split into more sects 
than there are Christian states, and 
they have persecuted each other with 
fire and sword for above fifteen ¢en- 
turies. If the apostle Paul allowed 
it to be right that the Jews should 
continue to observe the precepts of 
their law, the Christians of these 

-days ought not to reproach them for 
doing what this apostle had permitted 
them todo. It is not out of hatred 
and malice that Israel had not ac- 
knowledged Jesus; neither is it out 
of base and carnal views that the Jews 
adhere to their ancient law. It has 
been only in the hope of the blessings 
of heaven that they have remained 
faithful to it, notwithstanding the per- 
secutions by the Babylonians, the 
Syrians and the Romans; notwith- 
standmg their dispersion and dis- 
grace; and notwithstanding the ha- 
tred of so many nations. A whole 
people ought not to be called carnal, 
who, for near forty centuries, have 
been the martyrs of God.* It is the 
Christians who have had carnal ad- 
vantages in view; witness almost all 
the first fathers of the church, who 


hoped to live a thousand years in a 
new Jerusalem, amidst abundance, 
and amidst all bodily delights. 

It is impossible that the Jews 
should have crucified the true messi- 
ah, since the prophets expressly say, 
that the messiah should come to 
cleanse Israel of all sin; that he 
would not leave a single stain in Is- 
rael. It would be the most horrible 
sin, the most abominable pollution, as 
well as the most palpable contradic- 
tion, that God should send his messi- 
ah to be crucified. 

The precepts of the ten command- 
ments being perfect, any new mission 
was entirely useless. The Mosaic 
law never had any mystical sense ; 
it would be deceiving mankind, to tell 
them things were to be understood in 
a sense different from that in which 
they were expressed. The Christian 
apostles never equalled the miracles 
of Moses; the evangelists were not 
all simple people, since Luke was a 
physician, and Paul had studied un- 
der Gamaliel, of whom the Jews 
have preserved the writings. There 
is not the shadow of simplicity or 
idiotism in the apostles’ requiring of 
the new converts to bring all their 
money in to them. Paul was so far 
from being a plain dealer, that he em- 
ployed the greatest artifice on his 
coming to sacrifice at the temple, and 
in swearing before Festus and Agrip- 
pa, that he had done nothing against 
circumcision, and against the law of 
Judaism. In short, the contradic- 
tions which are to be found in the 
gospels, prove that those books 
could not be inspired by God. 

Levi. 





For the Correspondent. 
PROVIDENCE. 

Mr. Editor: The beliefina“ par- 
ticular providence,” words which we 
hear in every ones mouth, is not more 
absurd than it is destructive of every 
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amiable quality ascribed to ‘he divin- 
ity. Whena man falls from a preci- 
pice and escapes unhurt; when he 
survives a shipwreck, in which hun- 
dreds of his fellow men have perish- 
ed; when the devouring flames that 
have consumed his neighbor’s pro- 
perty, have spared his; when the 
shafts of the thunderbolt have carri- 
ed instant death to those in the same 
apartment, while he is merely stun- 
ned by the shock! When escaping 
from one or other of these terrible 
calamities, which have frequently de- 
stroyed thousands, I hear the survi- 
ving individual attribute his good for- 
tune to the immediate interposition 
of heaven, I cannot help smiling at 
his presumpdon. It not uncommonly 
happens, tliat the individual who sets 
up these pretensions, ismore remark- 
able for his vices than for his virtues, 
while those who have perished, were 
valuable and blameless members of 
society ; that he, in whose favor so 
much mercy had been shown, was 
without wife or children,which ren- 
dered his preservation comparitively 
less important, while those so prema- 
turély cut off at the moment he was 
spared, left widows and a numerous 
offspring to lament the objects most 
dear to them, and on whom alone 
they relied for subsistence. Ifit was 
a kind interposition of providence to 
save in the one case, what was it but 
malice to abandon in the other? If it 
was mercy to the one, to the other it 
was the most atrocious cruelity. 
But,says the theologist, “‘ the ways 
of God are not as man’s ways; his 
doings are inscrutable to mortals.” 
Well then, I reply, if you can know 
nothing of his ways,or manner of ac- 
ting, why do you attribute conduct to 
hitn which, in the estimation of all re- 
flecting men, renders him a partial 
and cruel despot; a being who de- 
lights in the torment of the most vir- 
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tuous of his creatures, while he re- 
wards, and prolongs the lives of the 
most vicious and useless? ‘* What 
is man(emphatically demands Ensor) 
for whom God must realize his fan- 
cies, or be wanting in justice? What 
is man to God, infinite and uniform 2? 
A noise made by the gusty air, an 
atom which flows and re-flows with 
the tides of life; a bubble, which in 
the same instant swells and bursts 
on the surface of the ocean. For 
this thing’s thinking, God’s justice 
shall be impunged! _ Why does this 
miscreant, Whose life is a series of 
vice, error, and imbecility, dogma- 
tize on the conduct of providence? 
His friends die, or he is sick, or poor, 
or hungry, or has his liberty cur- 
tailed—mighty causes for summon- 
ing Omnisciénce to the bar of rea- 
son—admirable arguments why God 
must induct him into kingdoms afar 
off, and eternal happiness.” 

It has been justly remarked, that 
‘** misfortunes make mankind, super- 
stitious;” butit is not easily to ac- 
count for the extraordinary circum- 
stance that some men throw away 
the lights of reason as they approach 
gloom and darkness. They create 
their own reverses, and then attribute 
them to some terrfic power whom 
they clothe with more than domoma- 
cal attributes, and in the operations of 
whose horrible agency they dream of 
pestilence and desolation and death. 
So far from any individual having a 
right to claim it as aspecial mark of 
favor, when he escapes from misfor- 
tunes, or to pretend that the Deity 
intended by calamities to manifest his 
displeasure as to any particular ob- 
ject, itis evidently more rational and 
consistent to attibute such oecurren- 
ces to natural causes—to the opera- 
tion of those ~eternal and immutable 
laws, established for the government 
of the universe. In no other way 
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can we rescue the Almighty from 
the charge of partiality and injustice. 
Curio. 





For the Correspondent. 
TrvuTuH. 

Mr. Editor :. Those who, with me, 
advocate a full developement of the 
Truth, particularly in discussions re- 
lating to religion, are frequently met 
with the assertion, that it would ren- 
der the ignorant unhappy. This sup- 
poses that misery is a necessary con- 
comitant of intelligence, and that fe- 
licity is the lot of the uninformed. 
Truth may be perverted for interest- 
ed purposes ; but to admit that this 
ought to prejudice truth itself, would 
be furnishing an argument for its en- 
tire suppression, and for the encour- 
agement oferror. The partizans of 
erroneous systems, in all countries, 
have employed similar arguments to 
arrest the progress of knowledge. 
But so far from a disclosure of truth 
being injurious, both ancient and mod- 
ern history show that it is uniformly 
attended with beneficial consequen- 
ces, and that it is only where igno- 
rance prevails that vice and wretch- 
edness predominate. It is possible 
I may be mistaken in some points. 
But this remains to be shown. I 
hold it to be an indisputable axiom, 
that all decisions as to the correctness 
of opinions which«have not been 
thoroughly investigated, are founded 
in error. 

It is also frequently asked, what 
we ‘intend to give the people if we 
take religion from them?” If by reli- 
gion is meant those contradictory and 
incomprehensible systems, which no 
one has been able to reconcile; those 
dogmas which, without examination, 
are every where received as truths ; 
I reply, that, in place of these absur- 
dities, we recommend the cultivation 
of Reason, a gift undeniably confer- 
red by the author of our being, and 


the study of the Code of Nature, 
which that same being has conferred 
on all the nations of the earth. While 
religion tells its votaries, that their 
only safety is in a blind submission 
to their spiritual guides, Reason 
teaches man that his happiness con- 
sists in reciprocating benefits to his 
fellow man. While an inexorable 
priesthood are vainly denouncing 
eternal perdition on all who question 
the truth of their mandates, Nature 
lays open her volume, in which the 
most attractive inducements to virtue 
are presented to the sight, and the 
vicious insensibly impelled to pay her 
homage. This is our substitute for 
what is called religion. This alone 
is sufficient to guarantee human hap- 
piness. The errors of education, 
the vortex of discordant systems in 
which mankind are ingulphed, popu- 
lar opinion, and family connections ; 
all of these combine to retain them 
in bondage, and perpetuate their mis- 
ery. Itis our object to break the 
charm ; to promote inquiry and in- 
vestigation, by stimulating our fel- 
low-citizens, freely and fearlessly to 
exercise their intellectual faculties. 
In no other way can Morality be fix- 
ed on a permanent basis ; by no oth- 
er means can felicity be assured to 
mortals. MENTOR. 





For the Correspondent. 
Deism Derenpepn, No. II. 

Mr. Editor: The conduct of the 
Deity in the promulgation of the gos- 
pel, appears not to the eye of reason 
more compatible with his immuta- 
bility and omnipotence, than the his- 
tory of his actions under the law ac- 
cords with his benevolence. 

Christians assert, that the human 
race merited eternal reprobation, be- 
cause their common father had trans- 
gressed the divine command, and 
that the crucifixion of the son of 
God was the only sacrifice of suffi- 
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cient efficacy to satisfy eternal jus- 
tice. But itis no less inconsistent 
with justice, and subversive of mo- 
rality, that millions should be respon- 
sible for a crime which they had no 
share in committing, than that, if 
they really had committed it, the 
crucifixion of an innocent being 
could absolve them from moral tur- 
pitude. Certainly this is a mode of 
legislation peculiar to a state of 
savageness and anarchy ; it is the 
irrefragable logic of tyranny and im- 
posture. 

The supposition that God has ever 
supernaturally -revealed his will to 
man at any period than the original 
creation of the human race, neces- 
sarily involves a compromise of his 
benevolence. It assumes that he 
withheld from mankind a benefit 
which it was in his powet to copfer ; 
that he suffered his creatures to re- 
main in ignorance of truths essential 
to their happiness and salvation ; 
that during the elapse of innumera- 
ble ages, every individual of the hu- 
man race had perished without re- 
demption from an universal stain, 
whieh the Deity at length descended 
in person to erase; and that the 
good and wise of all ages, involved 
in one common fate with the igno- 
rant and the wicked, have been 
tainted by involuntary and inevitable 
error, which torment, infinite in du- 
ration, can never expiate. In vain 
will they assure us, with amiable in- 
consistency, that the mercy of God 
will be extended to the virtuous, and 
that the vicious will alone be punish- 
ed. The foundation of the Christian 
religion is manifestly compromised 
by a concession of this nature. A 
subterfuge so palpable, plainly anni- 
hilates the necessity of the incarna- 
tion of God for the redemption of the 
human race, and represents the de- 
scent of the messiah as a gratuitous 


display of Deity, solely adapted to 
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perplex, to terrify, and to embroil 
mankind. 

It is sufficiently evident, that an 
omniscient Being never conceived 
the design of reforming the world by 
Christianity. Omniscience would 
surely have foreseen the inefficacy 
of that system, which experience de- 
monstrates not only to have been 
utterly impotent in restraining, but 
to have been most active in exciting 
the malevolent propensities of men. 
Dung the period which elapsed be- 
tween the removal of the seat of 
empire to Constantinople in 328, and 
its capture by the Turks in 1453, 
what salutary influence did Christian- 
ity.exercise on that world which it 
was intended to enlighten? Never 
before was Europe the theatre of 
such ceaseless and sanguinary wars; 
never were the people so brutalized 
by ignorance and debased by slavery. 

We will admit that one prediction 
of Jesus has been indisputably ful- 
filled—*‘ I come not to bring peace 
on the earth, but a sword.” Chris- 
tianity, indeed, has equalled Judaisin 
in the atrocities, and exceeded them 
in the extent of its desolation. Ele- 
ven millions of men, women and 
children have been killed in battle, 
butchered in their sleep, burnt to 
death at public festivals of sacrifice, 
poisoned, tortured, assassinated, and 
pillaged in the spirit of the religion 
of peace, and for the glory of the 
most merciful God ! 

In vain will the priesthood tell us, 
that these terrible effects flow not 
from Christianity, but from the abuse 
ofit. Nosuch excuse will avail to 
palliate the enormities of a religion 
pretending to be divine. A limited 

is only so far responsi- 
ble for the effects of its agency as it 
foresaw, or might have foreseen 
them; but Omnisciehce is mani- 
festly ‘chargecble with all the conse- 
quences of its conduct. Christiani- 
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ty itself declares that the worth of 
the tree is to be determined by the 
quality of its fruit. The extermina- 
tion of infidels; the mutual perse- 
cutions of hostile sects; the mid- 
night massacres and slow burning of 
thousands, because their creed con- 
tained either more or less than the 
orthodox standard, of which Chris- 
tianity has been the immediate oc- 
casion; and the mvariable opposi- 
tion which philosophy has ever en- 
countered from the spirit of revealed 
religion, plainly show, that a very 
slight portion of sagacity was sufli- 
cient to have estimated at its true 
value, the advantages of that belief 
to which some theists are unuac- 
countably attached. 

Great stress is laid by Christians 
on the originality of their systems of 
morals. If this claim be just, either 
their religion must be false, or the 
Deity has willed that opposite modes 
of conduct should be pursued by 
mankind, at different periods, under 
the same circuynstances ; which is 
clearly absurd. 

The doctrine of acquiescing in the 
most insolent despotism, of praying 
for, and loving our enemies, of faith 
and humility, appears to fix the per- 
fection of the human character in 
that abjectness and credulity, which 
priests and tyrants of all ages have 
found sufficiently convenient for their 
purposes. It is evident, that a 
whole nation of Christians (could 
such an anomaly maintain itself a 
day) would become, like cattle, the 
property of the first occupier. It is 
evident, that ten highwaymen would 
be sufficient to subjugate the world, 
if it were composed of slaves who 
dared not to resist oppression. 

The apathy to love and friendship 
recommended by the christian creed, 
would, if attainable, be not less per- 
nicious. This enthusiasm of anti- 
social misanthropy, if it were an ac- 


23 


tual rule of conduct, and not the 
speculation of a few interested per- 
sons, would speedily annihilate the 
human race. A total abstinence 
from social intercourse is not, per- 
haps, enjoined, but it is strenuously 
recommended, and was actually 
practiced by the primitive Christians. 
The penalties, as mentioned by Gib- 
bon, inflicted by that monster Con- 
stantine, the first Christian empe- 
ror, on the pleasures of unlicenséd 
love, are so iniquitously severe, that 
no modern legislator could have af- 
fixed them to the most atrocious 
crimes. This cold-biooded and 
hypocritical ruffian, cut his son’s 
throat, strangled his wife, murdered 
his father-im-law and his brother-in- 
law, and maintained at his court a 
set of blood-thirsty and bigotted 
Christian priests, one of whom was 
sufficient to excite the one half of 
the world to massacre the other. 
We are willing to admit that a few 
axioms of morality, which christiani- 
ty has borrowed from the philoso- 
phers of Greece and India, dictate, 
in an unconnected state, rules of 
conduct worthy of regard; but the 
purest and most elevated lessons of 
morality must remain nugatory, the 
most probable inducements to virtue 
must fail of their effect, so long as 
the slightest weight is attached to 
that dogma, which is the vital essence 
of revealed religion: Faith is set up 
as the critenon of merit or demerit ; 
aman is to be judged, not by the 
purity of his intentions, but by the 
orthodoxy of his creed; a blind as- 
sent to certain propositions is to 
outweigh, in the balance of Chris- 
tianity, the most generous and ele- 
vated virtue. But belief, like that of 
every other passion, is precisely pro- 
portionate to the degrees of excite- 
ment. That only is believed which 
is apprehended to be true; nor can 
the mind, by any exertion, avoid at- 
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taching credit to an opinion at- 
tended with overwhelming evidence. 
Belief is not an act of volition, nor 
can it be reculated by the mind ; it is 
manifestly incapable, therefore, of 
either merit or criminality. The 
system which assumes a false cri- 
terion of moral virtue, must be as 
pernicious as it is absurd. Above 
all, it cannot be divine, as it is im- 
possible that the Creator of the hu- 
man mind should be ignorant of its 
powers. ARISTIDES. 
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From the Times of Jan. 24, 1827. 

“The Correspondent.—We have received the 
first number of a weekly paper under this ti- 
tle, being an open attack upon the Bible, the 
authenticity of which is denied, the Christian 
system blasphemed, and Deism defended ! 
Tom Paine is the hero, and Reason the idol. 
It is unnecessary to dwell on the details or 
the design of this publication, It carries its 
condemnation on its front, and in this intelli- 
gent and Christian community “its end will 
be to be burned.” 

When we contemplated the estab- 
lishment of this journal, we were 
aware that in departing from the beat- 
en track, every engine which igno- 
rance, prejudice, and interest could 
devise, would be put in operation to 
frustrate our purpose ; that our mo- 
tives would be perverted; and that 
we should be calumniated, and as- 
sailed with opprobrious epithets by 
those who subsist on the credulity of 
mankind, and to whom nothing is 
more appalling than august Truth. 
This, however, so far from intimidat- 
ing us, was a stimulant to persever- 
ance. Regarding, as we do, the vi- 
tuperations of bigots and fanatics, as 
the strongest evidence of their own 
convietion of the weakness of their 
cause, we felt no alarm at being at- 


tacked. We could not fail to remem- 
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ber, that when it is attempted to sti- 
fle free inquiry, there is reason to 
suspect some latent imposture. With 
these impressions, we were no way 
surprised at the appearance of the 
above editorial paragraph, in which 
the writer of the Times, without at- 
tempting to refute a single argument 
of our correspondents, denounces 
our first number as blasphemous ; 
and, as if his ipsa dixit ought to be 
regarded as the expression of public 
opinion, he calls on “this Christian 
community” to consign the work to 
the flames. 

It is evident that this denunciation 
flows from a mind imbued with preju- 
diee, and into which a single ray of 
light has never penetrated. It would 
be folly, therefore, to entertain any 
other feeling for its author than that 
of compassion. We do, indeed, 
commiserate the man who, in this 
advanced period of knowledge, could 
so far degrade that greatest of hu- 
man inventions—the press—as to 
render it the vehicle of reviving, in 
this free country, the ferocious deeds 
of the most barbarous ages ; for if 
the works of those who are sincere- 
ly endeavoring to enlighten mankind, 
are to receive no other answer than 
that of being consigned to the flames, 
the next step would be the dooming 
toa similar fate the authors of these 
writings. The fires of Smithfield 
would be rekindled ; this sacred soil 
of liberty would be polluted by the 
exhibition of those human sacrifices, 
those legalized murders, those hor- 
rible outrages on justice and human- 
ity, which formerly disgraced the 
fairest portions of Europe. 

But Christianity, it seems, has 
been ‘blasphemed,” because our 
correspondent Cetsus has dared to 
question the authenticity of the new 
Testament writings. This, howev- 
er, is nothing new. Their authority 
was disputed as early asthe secend 
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century, and has been the subject of 
investigation ever since, without the 
difficulties attending it having been 
removed. If Crexsus is mistaken, 
this could be easily shown. If he is 
not mistaken, abusive language, 
though it may gratify the feelings of 
the narrow minded, can never be re- 
cognizedas legitimate argument. Af- 
ter all, the word blasphemy is of very 
equivocal meaning. It was origin- 
ally derived from the Greeks, and 
was only used by that people to de- 
Signate an injury done to personal 
reputation, but never in reference to 
creeds or systems. Whenever the 
phrase is adopted to stigmatize liber- 
ality of sentiment, it subjects the 
party using it to the charge of des- 
potic intolerance, and ignorant fanat- 
icism. 

We see no reason why our pages 
should be shut against a fair defence 
of “Tom Paine,” any more than 
against a defence of Washington, or 
of any other man whose character 
may have been aspersed. The 
avowed advocates of truth, we could 
not for a moment maintain our con- 
sistency, if we did not strictly adhere 
to a course marked out by justice and 
propriety. It is not enough to tell 
us that Paine was a bad man, an in- 
fidel, and so forth. We are satisfied 
that his character has been calumni- 
ated ; but were it otherwise, is he 
to be denied the rights and privileges 
which are guaranteed in almost eve- 
ry country, even to the worst of fe- 
lons? Is his memory to be stigma- 
tized, on the bare statement of his 
enemies, and no chance given to his 
friends to pref ra legitimate defence 
in his behalf? Such policy might 
well suit a Turkish Sultan, or a Dey 
of Algiers ; but it can never be coun- 
tenanced in a country where tie peo- 
ple are the sovereigns, and where the 
laws recognize no attificial distinc- 
tions either of religion or politics. 
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The branding an opponent with the 
name of infidel, is a shallow device 
of ignorance and fanaticism, in order 
to awe nations from the path of know- 
ledge and of freedom. That man 
only is an infidel who professes to 
believe what he does not believe. 
All other explanations of the word 
are invented for the purpose of decep- 
tion. 

The exercising the noblest faculty 
which the Almighty has conferred on 
man, and which elevates him to the 
first rank in the animal system, is 
cried down as a species of idolatry. 
Yet those very men who sneer at 
what they term ‘‘ Reason the idol,” 
avail themselves of this same gift in 
all their sage lucubrations to decry its 
importance ; and it is only when they 
find that it can no longer aid them in 
their endeavors to prop up their rot- 
ten systems, that they declaim against 
it. Then it is that reason is corrupt, 
and ought to be excluded in every in- 
vestigation calculated to expose their 
frauds and deceptions. But ifreason 
is corrupt, we ask who made it so? 
An emanation from the Deity, it 
could not have been otherwise, in its 
original state, than pure as the divine 
essence. The fact is, reason is par- 
alized in infancy, and continues te be 
so until man arrives at full age, by 
those who have the charge of his ed- 
ucation. Instead of impressing on 
the minds of youth correct ideas, we 
every where find the greatest care 
taken to inculcate a belief in fables 
and mystery; instead of gratifying 
that inquisitiveness so natural to the 
juvenile mind, and presenting to it 
sensible objects, by which it might 
acquire a knowledge of realities, the 
established systems of education ini- 
tiate their pupils by prejudicing them 
in favor of certain tenets, which they 
are utterly unable to comprehend. 
Reason is thus benumbed at the very 
moment we enter into life ; opinions 
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the most absurd are adopted, and in 
every after stage we are surrounded 
by a combination of circumstances, 
over which we have no control, that 
gives to the delusion the appearance 
of reality. No sooner, however, are 
the trammels imposed by education 
broken through, than Reason re- 
sumes its empire ; man appears in 
his original and proper character, 
and so far from being a degraded be- 
ing, it is only then that he becomes 
rational, and capable of dicharging 
aright the duties he owes to society. 





Parne’s Birtn Day, 

Monday last being the anniversa- 
ry of the birth of Thomas Paine, 
several gentlemen partook of a din- 
ner, in celebration of the event, at 
the Bank Lodge, William-street ; 
Mr. Benjamin Offin in the chair.— 
After the table was cleared, a num- 
ber of toasts were given, the particu- 
lars of which we subjoin. On “ the 
memory of Thomas Paine” being 
drank, the chairman rose, and ad- 
dressed the meeting as follows : 

Gentlemen—On no occasion but 
such as this day presents, should I 
have thought of addressing an as- 
sembly, composed of the citizens of 
this free and happy country. But 
feeling, as I do, the blessings of 
liberty, to be silent would be un- 
grateful. I do not celebrate the 
birth-day of the late Thomas Paine 
because he was a native of that land 
which gave me birth. Had he been 
a Jew ora Turk by birth, or a fol- 
lower of Moses, Jesus, or Mahomet 
in religion, my views of that great 
and eminent, but neglected and des- 
pised man, would be the same. His 
Services in the cause of liberty, at 
the period of the struggle of this 
country for freedom, are too well 
known and too generally acknow- 
ledged, to require my feeble aid in 
directing your minds to that subject. 
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My remarks will therefore be con- 
fined to a short appeal to his ene- 
mies—to those of his enemies who 
admit his services, but who despise 
his name and memory.. To them I 
would say :——Citizens of a free and 
happy republic ! what dreadful crime 
did Thomas Paine commit, that his 
name and memory should be so 
hateful to you, that he should be 
mentioned with so much horror from 
the pulpit, and be made, by bigoted 
priests, a scare-erow to frighten your 
children? He labored faithfully in 
the cause of liberty. He wrote his 
invaluable treatise of ‘‘ Common 
Sense,” at a time when your fathers 
stood most in need of it. He fol- 
lowed your armies and encouraged 
the soldiers to persevere, and finally 
they would conquer. He volunteer- 
ed to cross the wide Atlantic to bor- 
row and eyen to beg money to pur- 
chase food and clothes for the naked 
half starved heroes, who were fight- 
ing for that liberty which you are 
now enjoying. Years of incessant 
application to the cause of freedom 
were devoted by him, whose very 
name is now rendered terrible to 
your ears by your teachers. 

Citizens of America! Is this wise ? 
Is this candid? How long will ye be 
blinded by your spiritual guides? 
Assert your dignity as freemen— 
judge for yourselves. You, _per- 
haps, will reply, that Thomas Paine 
wrote the ‘“‘ Age of Reason.” He 
did ; and what of that? You have 
leave to answer it; and prove (if 
you can) its folly and. evil tendency. 
Set your priests to work: they la- 
bor but one day in seven; tell them 
to employ the other six in exposing 
and confuting the errors of Paine. 
Let them prove (if they can) that 
had it not been for his labors in the 
cause of civil and religious liberty, 
you would now have been able to 
pay them for preaching. The revo- 
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lution of America was one of the 
greatest events that ever occurred 
in the history of the world. At that 
momentous period, this was the 
only country in the world which had a 
chance of becoming free. Thomas 
Paine saw it; and, thanks, immortal 
thanks be to him, and to all those 
wise legislators and warriors, who 
wrote and fought in the glorious cause! 

Citizens of America! Contrast 
your then situation with that in 
which you now find yourselves. At 
that period your fathers had to con- 
tend with a powerful and implacable 
enemy, at times without money or 
even clothes ; stigmatized as rebels 
when fighting for their just nghts ; 
and had they been finally subdued, 
most of their leaders, and Thomas 
Paine among them, would have 
been hung up like dogs! 

The enjoyment of fifty years of 
liberty has produced wonders. It 
has made you one of the wisest and 
most powerful nations on earth. In 
the revolution, you had but few 
friends ; now you have no enemies. 
Then you were half starved, naked 
and destitute ; now you are well 
clothed, fed, and have plenty to 
share with the persecuted sons of 
liberty of all nations. Then your 
towns were burnt and destroyed by 
your cruel invaders ; since then, you 
have taught your foes a lesson not 
to be forgotten. At that time your 
political atmosphere was dark and 
lowering ; now it is as bright as the 
sun in the firmament. Then your 
eagles were confined to your own 
coast ; now they spread their wings 
over every ocean, and hover even 
around the thrones of despots. The 
love of happiness and the love of 
liberty, are the same in.man. He 
ceases to love freedom only when 
he ceases to be rational or to exist. 
Such is the value of liberty to man, 
that the unknown power we call God, 
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has made the love of it a law of our 
nature. Man has no alternative, 
whatever may be the extent of the 
freedom of his will, he has no power 
to hate liberty. The greatest ty- 
rants that ever existed, must be con- 
vinced of the value of liberty, or they 
would not, in-all ages, have robbed 
human beings of this valuable trea- 
sure. The revolution afforded an 
opportunity for the whole world to 
see what the love of freedom could 
perform. When unfettered, like a 
mighty torrent it burst forth and 
overwhelmed all opposition. Civil 
and ecclesiastical tyrants have en- 
deavored to arrest its progress : but 
in vain. ‘The decree has gone forth, 
and the blessings your forefathers 
procured by their toils and blood, at 
this moment alarm the hearts of 
every tyrant in Europe, and induces 
them to soften the rigors of their 
despotism. It is not over rating 
your situation, by saying that it is 
truly enviable. When I survey your 
internal improvements in canals, in 
roads, and in settling the western 
states, I find that you put famine at 
defiance, and war you have no cause 
to dread. When I consider your 
high standing among nations, your 
ships of commerce ploughing every 
ocean, and your star spangled ban- 
ner waving in the commercial ports 
of every clime, proclaiming liberty 
in the very face of despots—when to 
these blessings is added, that Ame- 
rica is an asylum for those who love 
liberty in all parts of the world, that 
her government is just and her con- 
stitution liberal, she is in no danger 
of traitors or treason. 

Americans! I appeal to you for 
the truth of the foregoing contrast. 
If you ask me by whom were all 
these blessings procured, I answer, 
by the indefatigable exertions of our 
brave heroes, one of the greatest of 
whom was Tuomas Paine. 
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Mr. Carver then spoke as follows: 

Friends and Fellow Citizens: We 
are met this day to commemorate the 
birth of the immortal Thomas Paine, 
whose writings have illuminated the 
world more than all the writers of 
ancient: and modern times. His 
whole soul and mind were absorbed 
in contemplating the means of eman- 
cipating a subjugated people from 
deep rooted errors, and seating them 
upon the firm foundation of reason, 
justice, and common sense. Un- 
shackled by corrupt and vulgar pre- 
judices, and disdaining the nonsen- 
sical parade of kings and priests, 
whom he portrayed in language so 
strong that it will never be forgotten, 
he proved that kings, priests, and 
peasants, were estimated alike by 
their beneficent Creator; that the 
doctrine of the divine right of kings, 
and the inspiration of priests, were 
the offsprings of fraud-and force. 
Paine said, that rebels agsinst reason, 
were real rebels; and he, who in 
defence of reason, rebels against 
tyrants, has a better title to “‘ Defen- 
der of the Faith,” than ail the kings 
that -ever reigned. Future posteri- 
ty will hail with fervent rapture, the 
political era of Paine and his coad- 
juters. His ‘Common Sense,’ his 
‘Rights of Man,’ and ‘Age of 
Reason,’ gave a death wound to 
kings and priestly governments ; and 
should the press, the great bulwark 
of the peoples’ safety, continue to 
publish freely, pure republican prin- 
ciples, and science continues to 
mak: such a progress as it has for the 
last half century, different nations 
w ll put in practice and follow the ex- 
ample of the American Patriots that- 
fought and bled: in the cause of li- 
berty. When an oppressed people 
rise in the majesty of their strength, 
with the motto of ‘Death or Liber- 
ty,” the power of their oppressors 
will crumble, like a ball of dust in 


the hands of a nation determined to 
be free. 

Fellow Citizens: When we reflect 
on the probable fate of. Paine, had 
not his principles triumphed in Ame- 
rica; and had Britain subjugated 
these states, he would, with ‘lho- 
mas Jefferson, John Hancock, and 
Samuel Adams, been taken to Eng- 
land and hanged, their hearts pluck- 
ed from their bodies, and exhibited 
to the populace; the executioner say- 
ing, ‘‘ Behold the hearts of traitors !”’ 
Had the patriots and friends of li- 
berty failed to gain their indepen- 
dence in this country, they would 
have had a king, or a_ hereditary 
crown prince, to reign over them, 
whose salary would have been more 
in one day than the president of 
these states receives in one year; be- 
sides a numerous host of nick-nam- 
ed plunderers, called princes, earls, 
lords, knights of the garter, groom 
of the stole, hawk feeder, &c. and to 
complete and carry the infamous 
traffic into full force, they would have 
had an established church, with 
twelve lawn-slieved bishops, each of 
them receiving eight or ten thousand 
pounds per annum, for preaching up 
passive obedience and non-resist- 
ance. And the American farmers 
would have had to give to those idle 
drones the tenth part of all their pro- 
duce to support them, and a host of 
dependent priests, in dissipation, pride 
and luxury. 

We must not, fellow-citizens, ex- 
pect to enjoy the blessings ofa free 
government any longer thanthe press 
remains free. If the press be shackled, 
our liberties are in danger ; if the 
press be silenced by tyrants, dema- 
gogues, and priests, our freedom is 
gone forever, and the fair goddess of 
liberty will have to take up her abode 
in another part of the earth. This 
has been the fate of the republics of 
Greece and Rome, and this always 
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will be the case with all republican 
governments, unless the citizens 
watch the conduct of those whom 
they appoint to office. Itis not suf- 
ficient that we paint the emblems of 
liberty on bits of silk, and carry them 
through the streets, if we let go the 
immortal principles as laid down by 
Paine. There never was a people 
more indebted to an individual, than 
the Americans:are to Thomas Paine 
for the liberties which they enjoy : 
but interest, fear, and superstition, 
prevent even those that call them- 
selves republicans, from toasting to 
his memory at their public festivals. 
Let us suppose for a moment, that 
Paine had been a Jew, a disciple of 
Zoroaster, or a Mahometan, and 
not a deist ; this would have been 
of no consequence to the people for 
whom he so eminently contributed 
his talents to accomplish their liber- 
ties. To his creator alone, with all 
the rest of his species, he was ac- 
countable for his faith or unbelief. 
Let us, fellow-citizens, boldly advo- 
cate pure, genuine republican prin- 
ciples, as handed down by the im- 
mortal Paine, fearless of all that op- 
pose, whether they be kings, aristo- 
erats, or priests. 


The prececing addressés were re- 
ceived with the most enthusiastic 
applause. Several other gentlemen 
addressed the meeting, but our limits 
compel us to postpone the publica- 
tion of their speeches until our next. 


Toasts, given from the Chair : 
1. The memory of Thomas Paine. (in 
solemn silence, the company standing. ) 

2. The memory of General Washington. 
(in solemn silence. ) 

3. The memory of Thomas Jefferson. 
solemn silence.) 

4. The memory of Benjamin * Franklin, 
(in solemn silence. ) 

5. The memory of Elihu Palmer, Voltaire, 
Hume, and all those deceased philosophers 
who, by their writings, contributed to subvert 
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superstition, and vindicate the rights of hu 
manity. (in solemn silence. ) 

6. The Honorable Dewit Clinton, Gover« 
nor of the state of New-York, the friend and 
patron of science and literature. (with three 
times three.) 

7. General Andrew Jackson, the intrepid 
republican, the tried iriend of his country, and 
the people’s favorite. (with three times three.) 

8. An unshackled Press—the terror of des- 
pots—the bulwark of freemen—the hope of 
slaves. 

9. Kings to the plough—priests to the 
spade. 

10. May those places called churches, be 
converted into temples of science and reason. 

1i. The American flag—may it serve as a 
lesson to the tyrants of the earth, that man- 
kind require only to will it, to be free. 

12. Philosophy—the medicine of the un-« 
fortunate—the ornament of the happy—which 
infuses liberality into masters, and makes the 
limbs‘of the slave swell beyond the measure 
of his chains. 

13. Science—the partizan of no country, 
but the beneficent patron of all. 

14. A monument to the Inramy of the man 
who invented ‘he word TOLERATION. 

15. The day we celebrate--expunged from 
the Calendar of despots, but engraven on the 
hearts of freemen. 
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16. Richard Carlisle, the intrepid champion 
of liberal principles. 

17. The Empire of Reason. 

18. The Editors of the Newgate Maga- 
zine. 

19. May interest, popularity, or fear, never 
induce those who profess the principles ad- 
vocated by Thomas Paine, to agree in the im- 
positions practised on their fellow men by 
kings, aristocrats, and priests. 

20. Reason, Liberty, and Virtue. 

21. Gale Jones. 

22. Paul Jones,—the hero who first hoisted 
the thirteen stripes on the A \ eri an flag. 

23. The Rights of man, and the downfall 
of tyrants all over | eglobe. 

24. May the loadstone of tyranny attract 
to the labyrinth of superstition, al! the despots 
of the civilized world; whem there concen- 
trated, may some one tread on the fire of 
reason and common sense, springing the mine 
of honest indignation—overwhelming in one 
catastrophy the net work of superstition, and 
the strong but loosened shackles of despotism. 

25. The Court of Rome. 

26. The Cross and the Crown. 

27. Religious Into'erance,—the compound 
of bigotry, superstition, ambition, and pride, 
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The Pious Robbers.—In a work, 
entitled ““Roman Tablets,” which has 
lately appeared in Londan, the author 
gives the following details of the car- 
rying off the boys, by a band of rob- 
bers, from the school of Terracina in 
Italy. The narrative is said to be 
nearly in the words of one of the 
scholars, who had the good fortune to 
escape the dagger of these devout as- 
sassins: 

** The robbers, after having taken 
us from the seminary, finding we 
could not walk with the same rapidi- 
ty as themselves, took us upon their 
shoulders, and did not halt until they 
had reached the mountains. Having 
met with some shepherds on the road, 
they ordered them to bring two fat 
sheep. The shepherds brought them 
to the place appointed ; the brigands 
killed the sheep themselves. and cook- 
ed them before a large fire. After 
the repast, of which we partook, they 
recited a shert prayer, in which they 
returned thanks to St. Antonio for ha- 
ving assisted them in their projects. 
One of them then read a book, in 
which among other histories, was that 
of an adventurer called Ricardo. The 
great enterprizes of this extraordina- 
ry man excited in them transports 
of admiration. Shortly afterward, 
sentinels were placed at certain dis- 
tances, and each of the bngands rol- 
led one of us up in hiscloak. In 
short, after they had all kissed the im- 
age of the virgin, which they always 
carry about their persons, they lay 
down and went to sleep. The next 
morning at day-break we left this 
place, and at the end of our march 
pitcbed our camp on a mountain in- 
tersected with ravines, and almost in- 
a cessible. We never remained more 
than four or five hours in the same 
place. I had already seen twelve 
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of my companions set at liberty, 
without its coming to my turn. Only 
three of us now remained prisoners: 
we were tied to each other with a 
cord by the arms. I began to make 
the most melancholy reflections on 
seeing our guards speaking to each 
other in a mysterious manner. One 
of them, who was the second chief 
of the band, observing that I was un- 
easy: “ Fasani,” said+he, “keep up 
your spirits; we are thinking about 
putting an end to your captivity; in 
the mean time preach us a sermon on 
death.” lobeyed as well as I was a- 
ble: I little thought I was pronounc- 
ing my own funeral oration and that 
of my companions. When I had fin- 
ished, the brigand dragged us toa 
little distance among a group of 
rocks which hung over a prec ipice: 
he drew his poinard, and buried it in 
the bosom of my two companions. 
The cord which tied us together pul- 
led me after therm in their fall ; I fell 
covered with their blood. I threw 
myself at the feet of the assassin, im- 
plored his pity, and with the most 
piercing cries begged of him in the 
name of St. Antonio to spare my 
life. All this passed with the rapidity 
of lightning ; he suspended his poin- 
ard, and appeared to hesitate. “Do 
not stab him!” cried the chief, “ it 
will bring us ill luck: he has invoked 
St. Antonio; he is the last: Faccia- 
mo un quadro a 8, Antonio.” I was 
then unbound; the chief spoke to 
me with kindness, gave me a ring 
and-this pass: ‘ Every other detach- 
ment of the company is commanded 
not to stop the bearer, named Fasani 
di Maenga. The Trinity, Virtue, 
Fidelity. Antonio Matter § Alez- 
ander Massaron.’ ” 

The trmity! virtue! fidelity !— 
What words, and in what mouths! If 
the young Fasani had employed sim- 
ply the name of God to move these 
human butchers to compassion, he 
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would have been murdered: he beg- 
ged his life in the name of Saint An- 
tonio, and was saved! It is, perhaps, 
the first time that superstition has 
preserved any one from death. 

Blunders of Juvenile Witnesses.— 
One of the witnesses in a trial at 
Cambridge, was a little boy named 
James Morley, apparently not more 
than nine or ten years of age. After 
the oath had beer administered, the 
Chief Justice put a question to him 
in order to ascertain whether he was 
sensible of the nature and importance 
of an oath, when the following curi- 
ous answer was given.—Chief Jus- 
tice: Little Boy, do you know what 
you have been doing ?—Witness : 
Yes, sir: I've been keeping pigs for 
Mr. Banyard. The court was con- 
vulsed with laughter, and the Chief 
Justice directed the witness to be 
put aside. Baron Graham used also 
to be fond of catechising witnesses. 
On one occasion, a great hulking 
plough-boy was called as a witness, 
and the learned judge desired him, 
before he was put into the box, to 
come forward and answer some ques- 
tions which he had to put. Hodge 
was accordjngly brought vis-a-vis 
with Baron Graham, who went to 
work thus, having assumed the pro- 
per importance of countenance.— 
Baron Graham: “ Little boy, [Hodge 
stood six feet in his stockings] do 
you believe. that you’ll go to hell if 
you tell a lie ?”—Hodge : [with the 
voice of astenor] “ No-ah, I do- 
ant,”—Baron Graliam : “ O fie, fie, 
little boy ; I see you're very ill-in- 
structed. .Take him away, take him 
away.” And justice lost the advan- 
tage of Hodge’s evidence, because 
he had not proper ideas of going to 
hell.— London Magazine. 

Adam’s Fall.—The late Reverend 
Dr. Johnson, of North Leith, lived 
much in the esteem of his congrega- 
tion, and was particularly regarded 
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by that portion of it consisting of the 
families, of Newhaven fishermen.— 
Dr. Johnson was strict as a catechist; 
and on one of these occasions asked 
a fish-wife, ycleped Janet Flucker, 
“« Janet, can you tell me how Adam 
fell?” Jenny fell a laughing, and 
answered, “‘Oh! my bonnie dear 
doctor, you’re no serious?” ‘“ Ve 
serious indeed,” replied the doctor. 
Janet, whose husband’s name hap- 
pened to be Adam, then said, “ Weel, 
weel, since you will ha’it, Doctor, 
you see, Adam just gaed o’er the 
gate the tither night to Lucky Lis- 
ton’s for half-a-mutchkin o’ whisky ; 
when an oar lying on the road took 
his foot; o’er Adam fell, and brak 
his leg, and that’s the haill truth o’ 
the matter.”— Edinburgh Times. 
Remnants of Superstition.—There 
is an inveteracy in superstitious usa- 
ges which is almost incredible. Who 
would have thought, that in a dis- 
trict within seven miles of Perth, 
on the east bank of the Tay, the 
rural population, with the view of 
getting rid of a disease which had 
proved fatal to some of their cattle, 
should have made the whole bestials 
of the parish pass through fire! Yet 
this really took place towards the 
end of June 1826. The fact was 
vouched to us personally by several 
clergymen whom we met in the 
neighborhood of Scoone, within 
three weeks of this sacrifice to Be 
lus. — Sco'sman. e 
Mysteries.—Among the items ex- 
tracted by Mr. Sharpe from old 
documents relating to the celebrated 
** Coventry Mysteries,” are the fol+ 
lowing charges for the corps drama- 
tique :—Coat for the Spirit of God, 
made of buckram, 2s.—Paid Pilate, 
the Bishops, and Knights, to drink 
between the stages, 9d.—Paid to 


God, 20d.—Paid to the three Ma- 


rys, 2s.—-Paid for making the Devil’s 
hose, 8d.—Pajid for a coat for God, 
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and fora pair of gloves, 3s.—Paid 
for a demon’s face, 2s.—Paid to two 
worms of conscience, 16d.—Paid to 
three patriarchs, 18d. 


Sigerius of Wittemberg.—There 
was a visionary who flourished in the 
} st century. He wasat the expence 
o* having a plate engraved, on which 
he is represented kneeling before a 
crucifix, with a label from his mouth, 
‘‘ Lord Jesus, do you loveme?” From 
that of Jesus proceeded another 
label,‘‘ Yes, most illustrious and most 
learned Sigerius, crowned poet of his 
imperial majesty, and most worthy 
rector of the university of Wittem- 
berg.” 


Conscience.-A certain Jesuit saci - 
ed in Arezzo, against the unchaste 
women, ‘One amongst you, especial- 
ly,” said he to his female auditory, 
‘‘distinguishes herself by her disso- 
Jute courseof life, the consciousness 
of shame often amends sinners, and 
therefore I will here name this woman 

‘publicly. Butno! Christian chari- 
ty forbids, she might thrcugh this be- 
come too much scandalized. I will, 
héwever, do something to point her 
out; so that through shame, she may 
arrive at conversion. Iwill throw 
my cap ather. She whom I int is 
the sinner.” The preacher no soon- 
er took his cap in his hand, but aii the 
ladies immediately stooped as low 
as possible. ‘*‘ Good heavens,” ex- 
claimed the priest, “have then all 
these women a bad conscience?!” 


Spanish Ptety.—In Spain, plays 
are performed for the benefit of the 
virgins and saints, and balls are given 
for the deliverance of souls from 
purgatory. On an occasion of the 
above kind, a play-bill was exhibit- 
ed, couched in the following terms : 
—‘ To the empress of heaven, mo- 
ther of the Eternal World, the lead- 
ing star of all Spain, the consolation, 
faithfiil sentinel and bulwark of all 
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Spaniards, the most holy Mary. For 
her benefit, and for the increase of 
her worship, the comedians of Seville 
will perform a very pleasant comedy, 
entitled El Legatario.” 


Belgian Ignorance.—The Belgi- 
ans are almost exclusively catholics ; 
and though they be, comparatively 
speaking an industrious people, they 
are, in the country districts, prover- 
bially ignorant, and consequently, 
extremely bigoted and intolerant. 
So ignorant are ihey, that a Highlan- 
der of the name of Macgregor, who 
followed the fortunes of the exiled 
Stuart, officiated for many years as 
a parish priest, using Gaelic instead 
of Latin during the whole time, and 
was never once detected, till a coun- 
tryman of his own, on a tour through 
the country, was both astonished 
and delighted at hearing the well 
known Highland song of ‘* Bendow- 
ren” chanted at the altar. 


Absolution.—One of the holy can- 
dlesticks in a church at Antwerp, 


‘having once been stolen, the monks 


caused the dimensions of it to be ac- 
curately chalked on the wall, and 
under it to be placed words in Latin 
to this effect:—“If any person, 
whose conscience is burdened with 
any grievous sin, will come and give 
a silver candlestick of the same size 
as this drawn out upon the wall, he 
shall be absolved from the same.” 





*.* Arrangements have now been 
made by which the coRRESPONDENT 
will appear regularly every Saturday. 
It will be delivered at the dwelling 
houses of the subscribers in town, un- 
less otherwise ordered, and forwarded 
by mail to the country. Those to 
whom copies of the Prospectus, or of 
the first number of this paper were 
furnished, are requested to transmit 
the names and address of subscribers, 
to 114 Fulton-street. 





